§6616

(b) Existing educational and training programs

Insofar as practicable, the Secretary shall use
existing Federal, State, and private education
resources in carrying out these programs.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2377, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4048.)

§6616. Loans to economically disadvantaged

rural communities
(a) In general

The Secretary, under such terms and condi-
tions as the Secretary shall establish, may
make loans to economically disadvantaged rural
communities for the purposes of securing tech-
nical assistance and services to aid in the devel-
opment and implementation of action plans, in-
cluding planning for—

(1) improving existing facilities in the com-
munity that may generate employment or rev-
enue;

(2) expanding existing infrastructure, facili-
ties, and services to capitalize on opportuni-
ties to diversify economies now dependent on
national forest resources; and

(3) supporting the development of new indus-
tries or commercial ventures unrelated to na-
tional forest resources.

(b) Interest rates

The interest rates on a loan made pursuant to
this section shall be as determined by the Sec-
retary, but not in excess of the current average
market yield on outstanding marketable obliga-
tions of the United States with remaining peri-
ods to maturity comparable to the maturity of
such loan, plus not to exceed 1 percent, as deter-
mined by the Secretary, and rounded to the
nearest one-eighth of 1 percent.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2378, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4048.)

§6617. Authorization of appropriations and

spending authority
(a) Authorization of appropriations

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this
section, there are authorized to be appro-
priated—

(1) an amount not to exceed b percent of the
sum of—

(A) the sums received by the Secretary
from sales of timber and other products of
the forests; and

(B) user fees paid in connection with the
use of forest lands; and

(2) such additional sums as may be necessary
to carry out the purposes of this subchapter.

(b) Limitation on authorization

Subsection (a) of this section shall not in any
way affect payments to the States pursuant to
section 500 of title 16.

(c) Spending authority

Any spending authority (as defined in section
651 of title 2) provided in this subchapter shall
be effective for any fiscal year only to such ex-
tent or in such amounts as are provided in ap-
propriation Acts.

(Pub. L. 101-624, title XXIII, §2379, Nov. 28, 1990,
104 Stat. 4049.)
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§6701. Global Climate Change Program
(a) Establishment

For the purpose of having within the Depart-
ment of Agriculture a focal point for coordi-
nating all issues of climate change, the Sec-
retary of Agriculture (hereafter in this chapter
referred to as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall establish a
Global Climate Change Program (hereafter in
this section referred to as the ‘‘Program’). The
Secretary shall designate a director of the Pro-
gram who shall be responsible to the Secretary
for carrying out the duties specified in sub-
sections (b) and (c¢) of this section.

(b) General duties

The Director shall—

(1) coordinate policy analysis, long range
planning, research, and response strategies re-
lating to climate change issues;

(2) provide liaison with other Federal agen-
cies, through the Office of Science and Tech-
nology Policy, regarding issues of climate
change;

(3) inform the Department of scientific de-
velopments and policy issues relating to the
effects of climate change on agriculture and
forestry, including broader issues that affect
the impact of climate change on the farms and
forests of the United States;

(4) recommend to the Secretary alternative
courses of action with which to respond to
such scientific developments and policy issues;
and

(5) ensure that recognition of the potential
for climate change is fully integrated into the
research, planning, and decision-making proc-
esses of the Department.

(c) Specific responsibilities
The Director shall—

(1) coordinate the global climate change
studies required by section 6702 of this title;

(2) provide, through such other agencies as
the Secretary determines appropriate, com-
petitive grants for research in climatology re-
lating to the potential impact of climate
change on agriculture;

(3) coordinate the participation of the De-
partment in interagency climate-related ac-
tivities;



